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The challenge of designing effective policies for rural and 
agricultural development in sub-Saharan Africa is rendered 
even more complex by the urgent need to promote 
climate change adaptation.  Specific climate change policies 
and Programs of Action are being developed, and climate 
change is starting to be addressed in sectoral policies.  To 
make a significant contribution to adaptation, however, 
there is a need for approaches to policymaking that 
bridge sectors and the silos of government line ministries 
and look beyond incremental improvements to consider 
transformative change.  A variety of approaches to the 
making of policy are being tried including various types of 
multi-stakeholder forums and platforms.
The research community has recognized the profound need 
to work with the development and policy practitioners 
towards policy interventions to facilitate the uptake of 
climate change adaptation strategies. For research to 
influence the design and implementation of policies around 
climate change adaptation, the engagement between national 
governments and the research and development partners 
should be effective.
The CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change 
Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS) is a global research 
for development partnership with an interest in policies 
and institutions for climate-resilient food systems. CCAFS 
and the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) 
are investigating what kinds of social, institutional and policy 
environments best facilitate the development of promising 
adaptation options, and lead to the establishment of effective 
agricultural adaptation plans and strategies at the national, 
regional and global level. One way in which the program is 
doing this is through use of different innovative modes of 
interaction  between scientists and policymakers to influence 
the design and implementation of national policies regarding 
climate change adaptation. Understanding how and why 
different approaches to science-policy interaction succeed or 
fail is crucial.
Aim of the policy analysis 
The aim of the project described here is to deepen 
understanding of policy and governance processes 
around climate change in order to contribute to more 
effective engagement between national governments and 
donors and consequently towards climate-smart food 
systems. What factors have influenced the development 
of existing policies? And how do policies interact with 
each other as they are being implemented?  Pastoralist 
and agropastoralist livelihoods and adaptation choices are 
influenced by an array of policies and also by the interplay 
among policies.  
The role of science in feeding knowledge about livelihoods 
and household’s adaptation strategies into policy processes, 
and the dynamics of how scientific information is produced, 
delivered, received and drawn upon in the shaping of policies 
is poorly understood.
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Nature of the research 
This research project looks at policy formulation and 
implementation as a social process that involves complex 
interactions between a variety of stakeholders who include 
global policy and research actors, donor agencies, civil society 
stakeholders and sub-national political actors. The research 
will have two main components: 
•	 Using the governance lens to analyse national policy 
environment, and 
•	 A multi-sited ethnography approach to analyse how 
various stakeholders relate to and within science-policy 
interface platforms 
The emphasis is to obtain an understanding of how the 
dynamics of policy and governance processes influence 
policy formation as well as implementation and impact on 
livelihoods. It will generate lessons on how scientists and 
policymakers interact in the formulation of new policies 
meant to enhance adaptive capacity of farmers in a changing 
climate.
The research will be carried out in East and West Africa 
(Ethiopia and Senegal respectively). 
Benefits to participants 
This study is aimed at shaping a more constructive role 
for science in policy processes towards climate change 
adaptation strategies. The findings will provide research 
and development actors with insights on how science, 
policy and agricultural practice interact to affect the 
adaptive process, and how social learning works as a 
mechanism of science-policy exchange platforms. This will 
help stakeholders make informed choices on options to 
consider for sustainability.
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